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F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E

Contact: Linda I. Crockett
Linda.crockett@austintexas.gov
512-974-3789

          Former Austinite Brings Bicycle Love Story to the Stage at the MACC in May! 

AUSTIN, TX April 18 - The Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American Cultural Center presents SHE: BIKE/SPOKE/LOVE by Tammy Melody Gomez, who formerly lived in Austin in the 1990s.  Tammy returns to the Capitol city with her full-length theater play produced in collaboration Emma S. Barrientos MACC on May 18th & 19th.
Show times are at 7 pm on Friday and, 2 & 7 pm on Saturday.  All three shows will be presented FREE of charge and open to the public. The performances are in English and Spanglish.  Some seating will be provided, but attendees are free to bring blankets and lawn chairs
Featuring onstage bicycling (actors pedal as they perform their lines), choreographed bicycle dances, 

spoken word poetry, and a dj spinning a live musical score, “She: Bike/Spoke/Love” is a very 

accessible performance work that appeals to non-theater audiences. The cast members include several 

singer-musicians, poets, dancers, and most are actual bicycle enthusiasts. In fact, at least four members 

of the production do not own a car and, instead, rely on a bicycle for personal transportation—which is 

saying a lot in Texas. 

The story itself is about a young woman, ESA, who lives with her very pent-up and irritable MAMA, 

whose piercing admonishments create for tension in their home. ESA seeks a sense of harmony away, 

on her bike, riding the urban pathways to natural settings such as parks, rivers, and even grassy lots. 

Her environmental commitment is shared by her cohorts, also bicyclists such as ELLA, WISE 

CRACKER, IDA GONE, DIANA, and her novio (boyfriend) KEN SABE—who is sometimes a little 

thick-headed.                                                                                               

In time, ESA meets a special visitor—EL SABE—and they connect over their mutual love of nature 

and concern for its sustenance for, as ESA states, “If they live, we live.” EL SABE encourages ESA to 

bring peace and sustainable change to her community, and the wise vagabond BASCO also echoes this 

concern with his commitment to “eat a car to green the barrio.” 

With humor, lyrical prose poetry, and spinning bicycle wheels, this work relates a charming, hip, and 

contemporary story of a young Latina's love affair with her bicycle and how it comes to revolutionize 

all of her relationships. 

Playwright and director Tammy Gomez is thrilled that she was courted by the City of Austin Parks & 

Recreation Department to bring “She: Bike/Spoke/Love” to an outdoor stage in Austin.  “They had read my script and were very drawn to the emphasis on bicycling and environmental issues—which ties in very neatly with the mission of the City’s Parks & Recreation  department. Also, it’s a work which can be categorized as advocacy theater, because it encourages people to bicycle and to be less dependent on fossil fuels and automobiles.  When it was suggested that my play could be staged at the MACC, I automatically was drawn to performing it outside, because that’s where bicyclists are—out in nature, learning their neighborhoods, and meeting their neighbors.” 

In the current climate of high fuel costs for personal vehicles and the surge in bike lanes, bicycle clubs, 

and organized social rides, Tammy’s play dovetails very well. She also knew her work would have 

specific relevance if it was presented in Austin—arguably the most bicycle-friendly town in Texas—

during the month of May, which is National Bicycle Month. “She: Bike/Spoke/Love” will be presented 

outdoors at the MACC (on the huge plaza that connects with the Town Lake hike/bike trail) at the tail 

end of Bike to Work Week 2012.  For additional information call Tammy Gomez  817.924.9188 or 

tammygomexican@yahoo.com,  website: http://bikespokelove.com.  

Bicycle parking corral courtesy of BIKE TEXAS.

Playwright and director Tammy Gomez, along with key cast members, will be available for 

press/media interviews in Austin after Wednesday, May 16th. Phone/skype/email interviews can be 

scheduled to take place after April 15th. 
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About the playwright Tammy M. Gomez 

Currently based in North Texas, Tammy has been recently published in TERRA FIRMA (Agave Noir 

Press: Austin) and BICYCLE LOVE (Breakaway Books: New York). Her work also appears in 

HECHO EN TEJAS (University of New Mexico Press: Albuquerque). 

Tammy is profiled in LAS TEJANAS: 300 YEARS OF HISTORY (UT Press: Austin), and is featured 

in "Voices from Texas," a PBS documentary film about Tejano/a poets. She has received grants from 

Humanities Texas, NALAC (National Association of Latino Arts and Culture), the Ford Foundation, 

Moonifest, Puffin Foundation, and the City of Austin. Tammy has been artist-in-residence at the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and Headlands Center for 

the Arts, and is a Creative Capital award finalist. The Austin Chronicle gave Tammy a 1994 Critic's 

Choice Award, dubbing her the "Best In-Your-Face Poet (in Two Languages, No Less)." 

                                                                             # # # 
